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Sultan Qaboos's approach to containing and neutralizing tribal influence in
the Sultanate of Oman

Shaikha bint Omar bin Nasser Al Kharousi
Master's in Educational Leadership, Arab Open University, Muscat

Abstract

This study aimed to analyze the approach of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos in
containing and neutralizing tribal influence in the Sultanate of Oman, and
reshaping the relationship between the state and tribal structures within the
broader project of modern state-building. Although numerous studies have
explored his developmental journey, the dynamics of his engagement with
traditional tribal structures have not received sufficient in-depth academic
scrutiny. Thus, this research seeks to bridge that gap by examining how Sultan
Qaboos successfully redirected tribal loyalties to align with the objectives of
the state, without resorting to confrontation or severing ties with Oman’s
deeply rooted social identity.The study is centered around a fundamental
question: How did Sultan Qaboos manage tribal influence and integrate it
into the framework of state-building, while preserving social balance and
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Oman’s national identity? To address this, the research employs a
descriptive-analytical methodology, supported by a historical perspective, to
dissect the intricate relationship between the state and tribal entities within
the Omani context. Findings reveal that Sultan Qaboos adopted a conciliatory
approach towards the tribes, utilizing instruments such as education, media,
administrative integration, and material incentives, which strengthened tribal
allegiance to the state without marginalization. This strategy was not a short-
term solution, but rather a long-term vision aimed at recalibrating tribal
loyalties within an inclusive national framework.The study recommends
documenting Sultan Qaboos’s approach as a successful model of balancing
state authority with tribal structures and encourages comparative studies to
deepen understanding of tribal influence management. Furthermore, it
emphasizes reinforcing national identity through education and media,
ensuring equitable resource distribution to prevent tribal factionalism, and
maintaining vigilant oversight of tribal influence to swiftly address any
challenges that may threaten public order.
Keywords: Sultan Qaboos' approach - containment - neutralization - tribal
influence - Sultanate of Oman.
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